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From the Chain of the Board and Chief Sxecutive Dfficen
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Dear Friends of United Through Reading,

Reflecting on the past year, we are filled with

profound gratitude for the extraordinary
community of supporters who fuel United
Through Reading’s mission. For 35 years,
you have helped us bring the power of

a story to those who serve, fostering
connection, continuity, and comfort for
military families around the globe.

Thanks to your unwavering generosity, in
2024, we reached over 405,000 military
family members. We stood shoulder to
shoulder with those who stand watch for
us through more than 87,000 distributed
books, 4,000 storytime video recordings,
and nearly 20,000 literacy resources.

At United Through Reading, every story
recorded and book read is a testament to
the strength of our military families and
the community that supports them. These
shared moments become bedtime rituals,
morale boosters, and emotional bridges
across time zones and continents.
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As one Marine Corps spouse shared about her oldest son,
“One night, about a month into the deployment, Maddox
had a tough time. | pulled out my phone, and he watched
three stories, one after the other. When he was done, he
looked up and said, ‘T'm not sad anymore; I feel
better now. It’s his way of resetting, of feeling
close to his dad, even when he’s oceans away.”

We extend our most profound appreciation to the service members who sacrifice
daily, the families who serve alongside them, and you, our donors, partners, and
advocates. We are humbled by your trust and inspired by your commitment.

As we look to the future, we remain rooted in service and hope. Together, we are
building a legacy where every military child knows the love of storytime, no matter
the distance.

With heartfelt thanks and continued service,

SALLY ANN Z(gLL Ed.D.

Chief Executive Officer (Interim)
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© SEAN MCHUGH

Chairman, Board of Trustees
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35th

We honored Rear Admiral Fran Holian (in

memoriam) with the Military Family Leadership
Award and author Kelly Starling Lyons with the
Audrey Geisel Friend of Military Families Award.

Keynote speaker Vice
Admiral Dan Cheever

I An
mspl'red attendees, and @A%A@
Marine Corps spouse Ty TRAVELS

Erin Crew reminded us

of the real impact of a

deployed parent’s voice
reading to their children.

‘ GOUBOYS

VICE ADMIRAL  Thank you to everyone who
DAN CHEEVER supported this unforgettable
evening and helped us make
tangible steps toward our next major milestone:
connecting four million military family members.

AUTHOR KELLY
STARLING
LYONS
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This year, we proudly celebrated the
legacies of Rear Admiral Fran Holian and
Dr. Lynnette Beall.

Fran Holian’s lifelong dedication to military families
left a lasting impact on our mission. Through the
Military Family Leadership Award presented at SBB
35, we honored his memory and enduring belief in
the strength of family connection.

Dr. Lynnette Beall’s
passion for literacy and
service continues to
shape our organization.
Her years of support have
empowered generations
of readers. We are
indebted to her for her
visionary leadership and
unwavering belief in the
transformative power
of books.

I:

|1

REAR ADMIRAL
FRAN HOLIAN

(in memoriam) DR. LYNNETTE BEALL
(in memoriam)

The appearance of U.S. Department of Defense visual information does not imply or constitute DOD endorsement. 2024 Annual Report | 5
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4,085

From
the quiet of the U.S.
Air Force Academy
Library to the volatile
waters surrounding the

1F 1 Ran the

USS Carney and others at sea, service members recorded
heartfelt messages and bedtime stories, strengthening bonds
across distances, fostering resilience at home, and creating
meaningful daily rituals of connection and comfort.

Our app saw increased engagement through seasonal
campaigns like the Bingo Game sponsored by our Dollar
General Literacy Foundation partner, the Go for Gold!
Summer Olympic reading challenge and the Box Art contest in
conjunction with our Book for the Military Child, Ty’s Travels:
All Aboard. Each submission and recording kept children
engaged with creative ways to incorporate reading into their
daily routines.
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Thanks to generous donors and partners, UTR distributed 87,401
new children’s books in 2024. These books were placed directly into the

hands of military children at events like military command parties, literacy fairs, and
baby showers.

HIGHLIGHTS:
13,000 books distributed during the back-to-school season
4,445 books shared at 24 Operation Homefront holiday events

1,200 books donated to Santa’s Castle

Every book represents a promise: that no child goes without the joy of storytime.
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These walk-in and embedded
locations empower military members to record
stories anytime.

NEW SITES INCLUDE:

Q uss Spruance and USS Pinckney

Q@ Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii
Q@ Aviano Air Base, Italy

Q@ Fort Liberty’s Special Warfare Center,
North Carolina

Each station is a lifeline for families separated by
service and a space where love and literacy thrive.
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20,000

These resources empowered families
to build daily reading routines, strengthening
academic and emotional development.

Our Ready for Reading podcast returned with
new episodes focusing on literacy and military
life. We also launched the Reading BINGO and
Box Art contests to inspire creative engagement
throughout the PCS season.
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Learners

Book fo1 the Wilitary
Child: “Tys Thavels:
AU Aboard”

2024 Book for the Military Child
The early reader story by award-winning author Kelly
Starling Lyons brought joy, creativity, and representation to
thousands of military kids.

10 | 2024 Annual Report

With over 10,000 copies distributed, children across the
globe followed Ty on his imaginative journey.

Families participated in art contests; we co-hosted a virtual
storytime for the National Military Family Association’s
Operation Purple Camp, we featured an ASL version of
Ty’s Travels: All Aboard in the Spotlight Section of our
app, and lucky students at the Fort Liberty ASYMCA and
DoDEA Shugart Elementary school were fortunate enough
to host Kelly for an in-person storytime! We’re grateful to
Ms. Starling Lyons and illustrator Nifia Mata for being so
generous with their time.



HIGHLIGHTS:

5,000 Reading Ready kits distributed

1,500 school readiness backpacks gifted to
military children

STEM storytimes launched in collaboration
with Fort Liberty’s Family Programs

Through collaboration, we ensure military

families are seen, supported, and supplied with
the tools they need to thrive.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS

CHAIR SECRETARY CHIEF

Sean McHugh Cynthia Curiel FINANCIAL OFFICER

VP & Treasurer Northrop Maj GEN Roger

Carter’s, Inc. Grumman (Ret) Teague, USAF (Ret)
Founding Partner
Elara Nova: The
Space Consultancy

MEMBERS

Emily R. Arnett Bryce McDevitt

Attorney Vice President, External

Littler CaseSmart®
Littler Mendleson, P.C.

Michael Barbero, USA (Ret)
President
Sandhills Strategic Solutions

Luz Cordero-Lazott
AVP Branch Operations
Navy Federal Credit Union

Holly A. Dailey

Family Readiness Director
Association of the United
States Army

Benjamin Davies
Sector Vice President and
General Manager
Northrop Grumman Corp

Dan Frisby, USA (Ret)
Managing Partner
Snowcreek Consulting, LLC

Dwayne Junker, USN (Ret)
Sr. Advisor, Office of the President
Epsilon Systems Solutions, Inc.

Bonnie Kintzer
Chairwoman and CEO
Trusted Media Brands (Ret)

Michael McBride
VP, Legislative Affairs
BAE Systems, Inc.

Communications and Marketing
Parsons Corp

Michelle Murphy

Senior Vice President, Chief Human
Resources Officer

BAE Systems, Inc.

Anne Murphy

Vice President, Applications and
Business Solutions

American Electric Power

Robert Pennoyer
Principal
RLP Consulting Group, LLC

Brian J. Roehrkasse
VP, Communications
Meta

Herry Stallings
EVP, Enterprise Technology
Therabody

Tina Swallow, USN (Ret)

Senior Director

US Federal Services and Solutions
Sales, HP

VADM Jim Zortman, USN (Ret)
Northrop Grumman Corp (Ret)

Sally Ann Zoll, Ed.D.
Chief Executive Officer (Interim)
United Through Reading

990 Quewiew

Our Form 990 is available on our website, and
we’re proud to share the following highlights:

Earned top ratings, including Charity
Navigator’s 4-Star rating and Guidestar’s
Platinum Seal of Transparency.

Directed the majority of expenses
to programs, demonstrating strong
financial stewardship.

Maintained healthy revenue and assets, in line
with national nonprofit benchmarks and best
practices in transparency.

2024 Annual Report » Financials




Corporations and
corporate
foundations

Foundations
and civic
groups

4%
REVENUES

Individuals

9%

In-kind
contributions

9%
Other
revenue*
....... -

Corporations and Corporate Foundations $1,835,497
Foundations and Civic Groups : $113,866
In-kind contributions : $234,303
Individuals | $229,794
Other revenue* : $185,050
Investment income : $1,905
Total $2,600,415

*Other revenue includes special event revenue.
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Our donors’ investments continue to

be directed primarily to our mission
—connecting military families through reading.
We take pride in every dollar making a difference.

Program Services

Management
and General
Services

5%

Fundraising
Services

10%

EXPENSES

Program Services 85% $1,913,310
Management and General Services 5% | $1n4233
Fundralsmg Semces B S $219’625

Total $2,247,168

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $678,240

Net Assets as of January 1, 2024 $364,617

Net Assets as of December 31, 2024 $1,042,857
13



Jead nstitutional Partnens

$2,000,000+

Reader’s Digest Foundation

$250,000+

Dollar General Literacy Foundation

$100,000-$249,999
BAE Systems, Inc.

USAA Federal Savings Bank

Carter’s Charitable Foundation, Inc.

$50,000-$99,999

JTMF Foundation

$25,000-$49,999

The Walter J. and Betty C. Zable Foundation
Veterans United Foundation

Henry L. Guenther Foundation

Northrop Grumman

Navy Federal Credit Union

Nordson Corporation Foundation

Pilot Company

$10,000-$24,999

Dollar General

The Don and Lorraine Freeberg Foundation
Oluv C. Joynor Foundation Inc.

The Patriots Connection: A Program of the
Rancho Santa Fe Foundation

Kimberly-Clark Foundation
Viasat Inc.

Blue Star Families

Epsilon Systems

Capital One/Capital One - West
Creek Campus

L3Harris
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2024 DONORS

PenFed Foundation

Birdies for the Brave, PGA TOUR
Charities, Inc.

Cushman Foundation

The Donaldson Foundation

Dr. Seuss Foundation

Macy’s

The Ripples 4 Ever Fund of the Jewish
Community Foundation

$5,000-$9,999

Oshkosh Defense

Insurance Industry Charitable Foundation
Miller-Shedd Family Charitable Fund

The Nora Roberts Foundation

The Daniel V. and Ida J. McEachern
Charitable Trust

The De Falco Family Foundation

The Dr. Scholl Foundation

Humana Inc.

The Marco J. Heidner Foundation

PNC San Diego

Robert and Allison Price Charitable Trust
Safran Electronics & Defense

TriWest Healthcare Alliance

Warrior Assist Foundation

William E. Dean Ill Charitable Foundation

$250-$4,999

Haselton Family Foundation, Inc.

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur J. Remillard, Il

The Gottfried & Mary Fuchs Foundation

The Paula B. and Oliver W. Jones
Family Foundation

Snowcreek Consulting, LLC

Northrop Grumman Corporation / The
Northrop Grumman Foundation

Believe in Reading
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Colby

Mrs. Christa Burke-Dittmer | Conrad
and Christa Burke Fund at The San
Diego Foundation

Tower Cares Foundation

The Charitable Foundation

The Elwyn Heller Foundation of San Diego
The Florence B. Kilworth Foundation
Fort Myer Thrift Shop

Stater Bros. Charities

Sycuan Band of the Kumeyaay Nation
Dr. Andrew Viterbi

The Wawa Foundation

Friends of the Coronado Public Library
Samuel I and John Henry Fox Foundation
USS Midway Museum

Fort Liberty Spouses Club

Naval Officers’ Spouses’ Club of San
Diego, Inc.

Boutiki Gift Shop

PG&E Corporation

AAFMAA

Air and Space Forces Spouses’ Club of
Washington, DC

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 82
Bonita Optimist Club Foundation
BOSSYB Military Moves With Britt
Costco Wholesale

Bay Area Military Classic

Nancy M. and Douglas M. Yeager
Family Foundation

Pfizer Foundation Matching Gifts Program
Kendra Scott

CNA’s Educational and Charitable
Fund Committee

West Point Spouses’ Club

Inspire Brands Foundation

Saint Louis Catholic Church & School
Fort Campbell Spouses’ Club
Southern California Edison

Coronado Junior Woman’s Club
UnitedHealth Group

The Brooke Foundation Fund at Rancho
Santa Fe Foundation

Fort Novosel Community Spouses’ Club
Spouses’ Club of JBMDL
Kars For Kids Foundation

Military Spouse Association of
Camp Pendleton

San Diego Gas & Electric

Saving Grace Lutheran Church

Sacred Heart Parish School

Graphiques, Inc.

Submarine Wives Book Club of
Washington DC

Edison International Contributions Program

Individual Donors

Mr. and Mrs. Neil Ablitt

Mr. and Mrs. Allan Arendsee

Mr. and Mrs. Tony Arnaudy

LTC and Mrs. Kevin P. Arnett, USA
Mes. Lisa Aucoin

Michael Barbero

Mr. and Mrs. Damon Barnett

CAPT Tom Barnett, USN (Ret) and Mrs.
Margaret M. Maguire

Dr. McPherson S. Beall, lll, and Mrs.
Jennifer Heldmann

Dr. and Mrs. Scott Beall

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Bellas, Jr.

Ms. Diana Bell

Mike Bizer

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Bradshaw

Mr. Jeff Breitinger

Ms. Rebekah Brown

Ola Bulkley

Mr. and Mrs. Don T. Cameron

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Cassoni, USN (Ret)
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Ms. Linda Christen

CAPT and Mrs. Pete Collins, USN (Ret)
Dr. and Mrs. Clifford W. Colwell, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. Brad Conner

Ms. Suzanne Connors

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Coplen

Ms. Libby Cornwell

Dr. Cheryl S. Cox and Mr. Gregory R. Cox
Ms. Mary Crosby

Ms. Kathryn Crossley

Cynthia and John Curiel

Ben Davies

Mr. James L. Deming

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Derby

Ms. Sophia Dickover

Mr. Daniel Dimicco

Mr. and Mrs. David Dirpima

Laura Dohrmann

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Donoghue

John and Mary Ann Driscoll

Mr. and Mrs. Marc and Maureen Duggan
John and Kelly Duncan

Karen Edwards

Mr. Garry Elder and Mr. Christian Smeltzer
CAPT and Mrs. John C. Ensch, USN (Ret)
Mr. John Farnam

Tim and Gina Farrell

Char Fortune

RADM Robert R. Fountain, USN (Ret)
Daniel Frisby and Suzanne Dougherty
Mr. and Mrs. Peter M. Fyfe

Dr.and Mrs. Ned Garrigues

Mr. John J. Geer, Jr.

Annie Gerlach

Ms. Laurie Gilbert

Karoline Gilby

Mr. and Mrs. John Gouleven

Mr. and Mrs. Terry Graham, USAF (Ret)
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Groskreutz

Ms. Rebecca Gower

Tim Haney

Mr. and Mrs. John Hank

Ms. Amy Hanson

Mr. Michael Harrington

Ms. Kristen Harris
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Mr. and Mrs. Frank Hartge

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Heald

Mr. William Heaton

COL. and Mrs. Cory Henry (Ret)

Ms. Rachel Hill

Carol Holian

Mr. Kevin Holian

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Holland

Mr. and Mrs. Walter Howson

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Johnson

Marc and Denise Johnson

RADM Michael Johnson, USN (Ret)
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Johnson

Ms. Blair Jones

Mr. and Mrs. Dwayne Junker, USN (Ret)
Ms. Erin Keck

Timothy and Lourdes Keeton

Ms. Susan Ring-Keith

Jay and Carrie Kelley

Mr. John Kelly

LTC and Mrs. Gregory A. Kent, USA (Ret)
Ms. Bonnie Kintzer

RADM and Mrs. Terry Kraft, USN (Ret)
George Lewis

Rear Admiral and Mrs. Stephen Loeffler,
USN (Ret)

CDR S. Maria Lohmeyer, USNR, and MCCS
Dean Lohmeyer, USN (Ret)

Joseph Lombardo

Mr. and Mrs. John Lyle

Ms. Renee Lyons

Col and Mrs. Jeffrey Macrander, USAF (Ret)
Mr. Sheldon L Margolis

Mr. Dennis Marvell

Mr. and Mrs. Emilio Mateo

Mr. and Mrs. Bryce McDevitt

Dr.and Mrs. Edward R. McDevitt

Sean McHugh

Maj GEN and Mrs. Michael M. McMahan,
USAF (Ret)

Stephanie Mello
Ms. Sarah Meyer

VADM and Mrs. DeWolfe “Chip” Miller Ill,
USN (Ret)

Mr. Robert B. Miller, I
CAPT and Mrs. Thomas R. Mitchell, Ill,

USN (Ret)

Mr. and Mrs. Sydney William Morris

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Moyik

Anne Murphy

Ms. Michelle Murphy

Mr. Thomas Murphy

RADM and Mrs. John Neagley, USN

Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Niedzwiecki, M.D.
Mr. Lou Noriega

Mr. and Mrs. William Ober, II

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius O’Leary

Terry and Elizabeth Pattillo

Rob and Julie Pennoyer

GEN and Mrs. David Petraeus, USA (Ret)
Ms. Rebecca Brewer and Mr. Gregory Pfister

Mr. Mark Pisano, Ed.D., and Mrs.
Julie Gouveia-Pisano

Ms. Hannah Pong

Mr. Steve Potash

Tish Rabe

Mr. and Mrs. Lon Rains

Mr. and Mrs. Ben Rainwater

Mr. and Mrs. York Rasmusson

Mr. Michael Rescigno

Maj GEN and Mrs. Terry G. Robling
Mr. Brian J. Roehrkasse and Mrs.
Megan Gerking

RADM and Mrs. Eric Ruttenberg, USN
Catherine Saganis-Noonan

Dr. Paul Schaner

Mr. David Schwend

Mr. and Mrs. Kurt Schwend

Ms. Barb Scott

Bonnie and Jack Sears

Ms. Patricia Sehnert

Mr. Warren Schafer and Mrs. Pamela Willis
Ms. Joan Shalikashvili

Tom and Paulette Sharkey

Mr. and Mrs. John Shelton

Joan Skillman

RADM and Mrs. Kenneth D. Slaght, USN (Ret)
Karen Smith

Jesse Sowell

Ms. Dianne Sparks

Jo Ann Crosby

Cathy and Howard Spetter

Mr. and Mrs. Sebastian Stachowicz

Mr. Herry Stallings

CAPT and Mrs. Dan’l Steward, USN (Ret)
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Stewart, USA (Ret)
Mr. and Mrs. Dennis D. Swanson

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen P. Swinton

Grace Sylvester

Mr. and Mrs. Tyler Sylvester

Ms. Zia Taylor

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Teach

Maj GEN. and Mrs. Roger W. Teague,
USAF (Ret)

CAPT Michael Fierro and RADM Cynthia
Thebaud, USN (Ret)

Mr. Jim Thomson

Carole and Jerome Turk

Mr. and Mrs. John H. Warner, Jr.

CAPT and Mrs. Carl E. Weiscopf, USN (Ret)
Mr. Richard Westenberger

Susan Widboom

Larry and Gayle Wieseneck

Mr. Robert Winchester

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Woiwode

Larry Edward Wood, USA (Ret)

RADM and Mrs. Garland Wright, Jr.,
USN (Ret)

Mr. and Mrs. J. Logan Young

Britt E. Zeller

Dr. Sally Ann Zoll

VADM and Mrs. James M. Zortman,
USN (Ret)

Lisa Zygmont and Ron Mullowney

TImpactjul Giving

We extend our deepest thanks to all
those who gave through employee giving
campaigns and contributed invaluable in-
kind donations. Your generosity, whether
through payroll deductions, workplace
giving programs, or donated goods and
services, has made a powerful impact. These
collective acts of kindness help us stretch
every dollar further and serve our mission
with greater reach and resilience. Your
support is a testament to the strength of
community, and we are truly grateful.



United Through Reading Envisions

A Nation of Thriving Military Families
Whose Strength is Amplified by a
Shared Love for Reading
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THROUGH READING.

UnitedThroughReading.org
1455 Frazee Road Suite 500
San Diego, CA 92108
giving@utr.org | 858-481-7323






